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Handgun: Review
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Never let it be said
that I’m not willing to
try something new

once in a while. Especially
when it’s FREE and it goes
BANG!  Now, anyone who
knows me knows that my
favorite carry gun is of the
Colt 1911 persuasion.
Preferably the Light Weight
Commander. In fact, for the
past 30 some years I’ve car-
ried a Colt Light Weight
Commander .38 Super.
Well, that has finally
changed.

Several months ago I
entered a drawing where the
prize was one of several pis-
tols manufactured by F.N.-
U.S.A. in Fredericksburg,
Virginia. Though I’m usually
very unlucky, I was lucky
enough this one time to win a
bright, shinny, new FNP-40
(.40 S/W Cal.) with a stainless
slide. To say the least, when I
received my pistol, I was
pleasantly surprised by all the
extras that came with it.  Not
only did I receive a new pistol,
but, included in the package

were three 14 round maga-
zines (all steel), an extra back-
strap, so that one can change
the contour of the grip, a hol-
ster, and, magazine pouches
for the two extra magazines.
Also included in the package
was a training barrel so that
one could dry fire the weapon
without damage and without
worry that a live round might
accidentally get into the cham-
ber  A truly nice package.

Being one who hates to

wait for anything…especially a
chance to play with a new
gun…I decided that, just as
soon as humanly possible, I
would buy several boxes of.40
Cal. Ammunition and head for
Ben Avery Range to give my
new toy a work out. I call it a
“toy” because I really didn’t
think that I’d be using it for
more than punching holes in
paper once in a while.
Certainly, at the time, I had no
intentions of it becoming my
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carry gun.  It is double action
for the first shot, and single
action thereafter…something
that I wasn’t totally unfamiliar
with in a semi-auto pistol but
certainly not anything like my
Colt Commander.  Getting used
to the long double action pull
took some time but, once I got
used to it, I found that I could
keep most of the rounds in the
“black” at the normal combat
distance of seven yards…rapid
fire.  In fact, before I was done,
I was able to put three rapid fire
rounds into a nice 2 inch, cen-

ter of mass, group nearly every
time.

All did not come up Roses
though. In the beginning I found
that the long double action trig-
ger pull was causing me to
shoot to the right of center and
it took quite a lot of shooting
before I finally became comfort-
able with it. The transition from
the short single action trigger
pull of my 1911 to the longer
single action trigger pull of the
F.N.P. took a good bit of refine-
ment of my grip. Couple the

longer trigger pull with the
added width of the grip on the
FNP.and it becomes a whole
new ball game. The two guns
are as different as night and
day and the technique for accu-
rate shooting is, for me anyway,
different too.   For sure, more
attention must be given to a
proper grip as well as a smooth
trigger pull. 

Although the FNP does
have an external hammer, it
cannot be carried safely
“cocked and locked”, also
known as “condition one”.

There is no external safety on
this pistol, only an ambidex-
trous de-cocker. The frame and
trigger are of molded polymer
and the slide assembly is steel,
as are the slide rails, ejector
and other high stress compo-
nents. The pistol operates on a
short recoil system similar to
the 1911 pattern pistols and is
very controllable.  As with near-
ly all semi-auto pistols, a firm
grip must be maintained when
firing, not only to maintain con-
trol, but to assure complete

ejection of the fired round and
proper feed of the following
round. When loading the FNP-
40 magazines I found that load-
ing all 14 rounds could cause a
problem with fully seating the
magazine in the well under a
closed slide.  With all 14 rounds
on board, special care is
required to assure that the
magazine is fully seated and
locked into place. Loading only
13 rounds takes care of that
problem. 

So far I’ve fired a total of
500 rounds through this pistol
and have experienced no mal-
functions what-so-ever.
Function has been flawless and
accuracy is about what one
would expect from a quality
firearm like F.N. For those who
are looking for an open carry
gun or a duty gun, the FNP
could be just what you’re look-
ing for. The weapon is very
accurate and reliable. The
three magazines give you a
total of 42 rounds available and
the holster and magazine
pouch are adjustable for reten-
tion and position. Both of which
will provide comfort during long
duration carry.  If concealed
carry is your thing though, this
may not be the pistol for you.
The grip width required to
accommodate the double stack
magazines do make it more
bulky than you might like.  

Though I feel guilty setting
my Commander aside, I have
to give credit where credit is
due. The FNP-40 in one nice
pistol and, in the future, it will
be my open carry pistol….a
statement that I never thought I
would make. Check ‘em out.
You just might like it as much as
I do. -AZOD-



The rod, reel, and tackle box
may be the obvious tools
when gearing up for a fish-

ing trip, but there are several
other tools that you will want, or
need, along the way.  This is espe-
cially true, if you take the jump
from fun fishing to tournament
fishing.   After spending the last
10 years in the sport of tourna-
ment bass fishing, and getting
constant opportunities as a writer
to see and try new products, I
have compiled a list of accessory
products that I feel are the best of
the best.  

Mustang Survival

If you plan on fishing bass tour-
naments, you will have to wear a
PFD whenever the big motor is run-
ning.  Even if you don’t fish competi-
tively you should have one anyways.
There are several on the market
today ranging from the inexpensive,
but unattractive, ancient orange
ones, to the vest style, to the inflat-
able ones.  I have worn all three.
(Don’t laugh about the orange ones,
my mother made we wear it.)
Though all of them will likely do the
job, and after wearing all three
styles, an inflatable Mustang
Survival MD3087 BC ranks #1 in my
book.

The MD3087 BC is very sleek,
close fitting, lightweight and very
comfortable to wear.  In fact when I
wore a vest type PFD, I only wore it
on the boat ride, quickly throwing it
off when I began to fish because
they are bulky and got in the way.
With my Mustang I sometimes forget
I even have it on and find myself
wearing it while I am fishing.  

Looks and comfort is one thing,
but safety is a concentration point at
Mustang.  Mustang PFD’s are not
only Coast Guard Approved, they
are used by the Coast Guard and
Military, as well as being the official
PFD for the world’s leading tourna-
ment fishing organization, B.A.S.S.

The MD3087 BC features an inspec-
tion window that allows the user to
inspect the inflator status in which
green indicates you are ready to go.
Mustang inflatables only inflate if you
are submerged in 4” or more of
water or pull the activation cord.
Rain alone will not activate the infla-
tor.  The Mustang inflator cartridges
are maintenance free for five years
and are easily replaced.  

The MD3087 BC is just one of a
number of high quality PFD’s from
Mustang Survival.  Visit www.mus-
tangsurvival.com or your nearest
Bass Pro Shops to view more of the
Mustang line.  

Smith Optics

When it comes to fishing, one
tool often overlooked as an item of
high importance is your eyewear.  It
is no secret that most anglers use
polarized sunglasses to sight fish
during the spawn, but a seasoned
angler uses his all year round.  The
ability to see sunken trees, stumps,
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or rock piles, will give you a big
advantage as well.  Fish tend to be
associated with these areas.  So
when it comes to eyewear, I don’t
mess around.  I have tried or used
more sunglasses than any other
tool in my arsenal.  Though there
are a number of quality companies
producing polarized sunglasses
right now, I choose Smith Optics as
the leader of the pack.

Smith Optics offer a wide vari-
ety of highly effective, and attrac-
tive, glasses designed for the seri-
ous angler.  Not only will you have a
superior pair of polarized glasses,
you will have a wide variety of styles
and colors that will give the style
conscious angler a look they desire.
In other words, they look good.  I
currently own a number of Smith
Optics including the Fishbone,
Shelter, Maverick, and the V TI
interchangeable lens model. 

The main ingredient to a great
pair of polarized sunglasses is the
lens. Smith uses a combination
Techlite and Carbonic lens which
gives them the highest clarity and
impact resistance. Each lens
receives a specialty Tapered Lens
Technology grind which eliminates
distortion which occurs when light
passes through a curved lens, and
gives the user a lightweight lens as
well. The lens is chemically treated
to increase shatter resistance.  A
wide variety of colored lens com-
prised from the highest quality
Japanese polarized film give the
user the truest color, object defini-
tion, and glare reduction possible.
The lens is available in numerous
colors for optimal vision in varying
light conditions.  Smith lens offer
100% protection from harmful UVA
and UVB rays.  And finally, Smith
Optics offers a lifetime warranty
behind their work. 

All the technical data aside,
Smith Optics have proven to be a
valuable tool for me.  For more
information on Smith Optics, visit
www.smithoptics.com.

Save Phace Sports Utility Mask

Have you ever been driving 60+
in a boat and been hit in the face

with a bug?  Well not me, but the
drops of water hit hard enough.  I no
longer worry about that as I proudly
wear a Save Phace SUM.  The
Save Phace SUM, however, is
much more than a bug deflector.  

Another time the SUM is worth
its weight in gold is when you are on
a boat ride while fishing in cold
weather.  The SUM, together with
the Save Phace Cold Weather
Hood, will keep you very comfort-
able amidst the conditions.  

Another key advantage of the
SUM is the anti-fog, scratch resist-
ant lens that enables you to have
clear vision while hitting top speeds
in your boat.  No more squinting to
avoid the wind blast.  The inter-
changeable lens comes in a variety
of colors as well.

The SUM from Save Phace
also comes in a variety of colors
and designs, such as the American
Flag, a skull, and camo, but can be
customized as well.  The SUM is
definitely a safety feature worth
possessing.

For more information on Save
Phace products visit
www.savephace.com, or your near-
est Cabelas or Bass Pro Shops.       

Frogg Toggs

Another product that an angler
should have on board the boat is a
rain suit.  In Arizona, a fast moving
monsoon can hit hard and fast for
sure.  And if you fish in tourna-
ments, you may find yourself need-
ing one as the show will likely go on
if the lightning is not too close.  

When it comes to rain suits, you
can really spend a lot of money if
you choose a Gortex suit, which are
great in cold weather.  But the aver-
age guy who won’t challenge many
winter rain storms can easily be
comfortable in a lesser expensive
rain, but highly effective rain suit
such as a Frogg Togg.

I currently use the Classic
Frogg Togg Rain Suit and highly
recommend them.  They are inex-
pensive, stylish, and compact.
Frogg Toggs are 100% waterproof,
100% windproof, yet breathable.
The suits are produced with the
Frogg Togg patented three layers of
polypropylene material with a cen-
ter layer of microporous film.
Because the pores are 20,000
times smaller than a water droplet,
moisture cannot penetrate. In addi-
tion, the new “Frogg Fold” seam
technology offers increased seam
strength without increased weight,
and NEW waterproof taping insures
that all seams keep you completely

dry.
And again I must add that they

are very affordable.  For more infor-
mation on Frogg Togg products visit
www.froggtoggs.com.  

Closing
Well there you go.  Whether you

are looking for these types of prod-
ucts or a gift that you can give your
favorite angler, these four products
are worth a look.  You won’t be dis-
appointed.  Until next time, good
fishin’!  
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It was the fall of 1992. Geno and I had drawn buck
tags. Mom and Dad didn’t. One of the best things
about an outdoor family is that everyone who can,

goes hunting.  The kill is only a small portion of a hunt-
ing trip so even if you don’t pull the trigger you still get
to go hunting. That year Mom and Dad went up early and
set up camp for us. We rolled in late Thursday night and
met them at Jacob’s Lake. They were waiting in their
pickup when we pulled up.

Geno called out to Dad teasing. “Who’s that beside
you?” 

“Squirrel killer.” Dad replied. 
Turned out that she had shot some squirrels earlier

that day and made squirrel stew. The camping trailer was
warm and cozy when we got to camp. This was better
service than any paid guide could have provided. Geno
and I just needed to do our part by getting the venison.
First day was miserable. It rained and sleeted and hailed.
We spent most of the day in the camping trailer playing
cards, eating squirrel stew and planning. Mom suggested
a “battle of the sexes” approach. 

The saying goes, “If you don’t like the weather, just
wait.” Someone who spent a lot of time in this corner of
Arizona probably said it first. The second morning was
cold but the skies were blue. We took both trucks to the
area we had planned to hunt. As per Mom’s plan, the men
were in one truck, the women in the other. At a fork in the
road we separated. Mom and I went left and the men went
right. 

Something happened to Mom at that fork. Her per-
sonality changed. She became a competitor. Not the jump
over the tennis court net and shake your hand kind of
competitor. She became the slobber-faced linebacker in a
playoff football game. 

“You know, we have to get the first deer.” I was
bluntly informed. “We can’t let the men show us up.”   

Now, this was some serious pressure and it was com-
ing from my own mother! We parked the truck and began
our hunt. Ten minutes later a nice buck jumped up. I took
the shot and made a clean miss. 

“Damn.” She said. “Our hunt could have been over!”
A phrase that I heard at least a thousand times that morn-
ing. (O.K. maybe only a hundred.) 

We spotted several more deer that morning but none
of them had horns. It was fun hunting with mom, a very
patient hunter. She learned to hunt eastern whitetail in the

woods of Western Pennsylvania. She would walk very
slow for a short distance and then stop and wait and look
for what seemed like a long time.  

“Every time you take a step there is a new view.” she
counseled.  The mom that I knew and loved so well was
coming back. 

We found a good spot overlooking a side hill and
stopped to eat lunch. We had finished and were ready to
continue walking when we heard a rifle fire. 

“Let’s wait a little bit.” Mom said. So we waited
about ten more minutes with mom looking through the
field glasses. Pretty soon she said, “Oh Linda, look!” 

Sure enough, silhouetted on the opposite side hill I
saw a herd of deer coming toward us. I reached down and
gave my variable scope a twist in order to scope out the
herd. Soon they were slowing down and directly across. I
had picked out the buck in the herd and was waiting for a
good shot.  There was a doe behind him and I didn’t want
to take any chances on a “twofer”. She finally stepped
clear and I squeezed the trigger.  I saw the bullet hit. I
KNEW that it was a good shot. He turned with the rest of
the herd and ran up and over the side hill.  

Suddenly, competitor mom was back. “You missed
again!” she hissed. 

We argued all the way up that hill. I held my ground
as best I could.  I kept telling her that I saw the bullet hit
but by the time we walked to where the deer stood I was
beginning to doubt my own eyes. She pointed out tri-
umphantly that there was no blood. Then we crested the
hill. 

“Which way did they go when they topped?“ I asked
her. 

She pointed to the right and there was my buck. Dead
as a doornail about 100 yards away. We then realized
what had happened. There were two bucks in that herd.
She was looking through the glasses at a smaller one. 

We field dressed our deer together and joked about
how it would be nice if the guys would show up now. My
real mom had returned. Just as we finished,  (I think that
our husbands were watching us from behind a tree.) the
guys showed up and helped us take it to the truck. 

The next day she was with Geno when he killed his
buck. It turned out to be my last deer hunt with Mom.  I
think that somehow she knew it.

-AZOD-

Deer Hunting With Mom
by Linda Dightmon AZOD Managing Editor

Outddor Memories
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Parting Thoughts  

Time is Running Out...Fast!

by Tom Kampert AZOD Shooting Editor

If you haven’t been look-
ing, you’d better start.
Time is running out and

you need to decide WHO you
will be voting for in the
upcoming primary elections.
Remember,  the person you
vote for COULD very well end
up as President of The United
States. 

It doesn’t matter what your
party affiliations are. It does mat-
ter though, how you use your
vote.  It is absolutely essential
that the candidate chosen is one
who will support the
Constitution…ALL OF IT!  

There is a great deal of apa-
thy infecting America…and
American voters…these days.
The Constitution is being
ignored by candidates and voter
alike and it’s fast getting to the
point where the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights are no longer
relevant issues to be considered
at election time.  If one listens to
most of  the candidates all one
hears are promises of more wel-
fare and more social and educa-
tional  programs…all of which
means more GOVERNMENT
CONTROL and LESS compli-
ance with Constitutional restric-
tions.  

What is it that we want from
our Government and do we even
understand how the
Government is supposed to
operate? ( I guess the more
important question should
be…Do we even CARE how
Government is supposed to
operate? ) The next President
will be elected next November,
but, the candidates who will be
allowed on the ballot will be cho-
sen early next year in the two
primaries. After the primaries,
we will be stuck with whoever
wins as the Democratic or
Republican candidate. At that
point it will boil down to voting for
the lesser of two
evils…unless…we, as responsi-
ble voters, actually do our home-
work and make sure that the
candidates that are best for the
country (notice that I said “best
for the country” and NOT best
for the party)  are the ones that
are on the ballot in November.
Now, back to what we want from
Government…well, here’s what I
want. I want a Government that
recognizes the fact that I have
certain inalienable Rights and
will honor that fact by allowing
me to exercise those Rights
unimpeded by bureaucratic reg-

ulations. I want a Government
led by individuals who actually
live up to their oath of office.  I
want a Government that is made
up of people who understand
that We, The People, are the
sovereign  authority and that the
Constitution IS the law of the
land. That our Rights, enumerat-
ed in the Bill Of Rights, are pre-
existent to the Constitution, and,
are in fact, restrictions on the
government and cannot be
altered or regulated by any act of
Government. 

At this point I’d guess there
are some who are wondering
why I’m writing this for an out-
doors magazine. What does this
have to do with what this maga-
zine is all about?  Well, it has a
lot to do with everything that we,
as outdoorsmen and women,
hold very dear….LIBERTY.  As
more and more of this country
becomes urbanized, the oppor-
tunity for you and me to enjoy
our favorites activities is shrink-
ing.  

Shrinking to is the number of
people who engage in similar
activities.  As opportunity
shrinks, and the number of peo-
ple engaged in outdoors activi-
ties shrinks, so to does the
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acceptance of our activities. As
fewer and fewer people accept
our activities the more those peo-
ple will demand that the
Government step in to either
stop, or regulate, them  

As we all know, there are
fewer and fewer people in this
country who have been exposed
to the shooting sports. Many of
those people do not understand,
or will not accept, the fact that the
2nd Amendment is an individual
Right and that the Government
has no authority to regulate gun
ownership.  It is to this end that
we must be very careful of who
we select to occupy the White
House. Our vote, especially now,
is of critical importance. Every
single candidate, from both par-
ties, is, or has been, involved in
Government at some level. Every

single candidate has professed
his belief in the 2nd Amendment,
yet, every single candidate,
except one, has a record of sup-
porting unconstitutional regula-
tion of the Right protected by the
2nd Amendment.   

I’m not going to name any
candidates here. I’m going to let
you do your own research. But,
time is short. The primary elec-
tions are nearly upon us.  Choose
your candidate carefully. Your
very liberty, and that of your chil-
dren, could very well depend on
it. I ask you to think about what
has transpired during the current
administration, a supposedly
conservative Republican admin-
istration. To list a few:…The
Patriots Act…  Secret
Courts…ATFE allowed to run
roughshod over the Constitution

and YOUR Rights….Warrentless
searches of YOUR private prop-
erty…. Open borders…And the
list goes on..  Do we really want
more of the same…maybe even
worse?  Well, I vote NO!

I can guarantee that, if we
don’t do something, and do it
soon, we will be saddled with
another President who thinks the
Constitution is just “ a damned
piece of paper” .  We have to look
beyond party lines. In fact, we
need to ignore political parties all
together and find that individual
who will return this country to the
Constitutional Republic that our
forefathers fought so hard for.
He’s out there…go find
him….Vote for him   Return
America to the hands of The
People.  -AZOD-
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